Rab GTPases in vesicular transport.
Specificity and directionality are two features shared by the numerous steps of membrane transport that connect cellular organelles. By shuttling between specific membrane compartments and the cytoplasm, small GTPases of the Rab family appear to regulate membrane traffic in a cyclical manner. The restriction of certain Rab proteins to differentiated cell types supports a role for these GTPases in defining the specificity of membrane trafficking.